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Topics Discussed Knik Arm Bridge Tank Farms Contaminated sites 

 

Jim Frechione (ADEC) started by telling the project team that ADEC Contaminated Sites will not be doing 

any permitting, but they can give an overview of their knowledge of the area. 

 

Karen Brown (URS) said that her company, URS, will be leading the permitting effort.  Karen said that she 

was at the meeting because she has a background in contaminated sites and has done a lot of work around 

the project area. 

 

Robin Reich (HDR) gave a project overview, started the meeting by introducing the project, and describing 

the current task of writing the EIS.  The Notice of Intent (NOI) was filed in January, and scoping is 

continuing from now until August.  Robin said that this is the start of the official one-on-one agency scoping 

meetings, but agencies have been involved for a while and have helped design studies along the way.  The 

intent is that when scoping is finished, there will be no surprises, from agencies or from KABATA.  

Scoping will continue through August.  The main objective of the project is to connect Anchorage to the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough (MSB).  KABATA is a government agency that was brought about through 

legislation and funded by congress.  KABATA is basically an arm of DOT.  KABATA is trying to 

“streamline” the process by meeting with agencies early so there will not be any surprises.  The Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) is the agency in charge of the project and environmental document.  

Robin introduced Shawn Florio (HDR) and mentioned that he wrote the contaminated sites document. 

 

Robin continued by mentioning that the purpose and need (P&N) statement is still in draft form and is 

expected to change as scoping continues.  Robin explained that the P&N has five main intents.  One need is 

to meet the legislative intent of connecting Anchorage to the MSB by a bridge.  Connecting the Port of 

Anchorage (POA) and Port MacKenzie would help alleviate some of the POA’s congestion by allowing 

expansion to happen in designated industrial areas of Port MacKenzie.  With the new Homeland Security 
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Jim F. asked how high the bridge can be considering airspace and how low it can be considering 

navigational needs.  

 

Robin said that airspace requires it to be below the bluff (about 100 feet). 

 

Jim F. asked what types of boats go up Knik Arm.  Robin said that only small boats go up the Arm because 

of the shallow water and difficult currents.   

 

Jim F. asked why the project would follow the shoreline. 

 

Robin said that the project is trying to avoid the military and the landfill; and the bluff is unstable. 

 

John said that for the railroad project, the Railroad put together methods that would be employed to deal 

with contamination during construction.  The bridge project should consider doing this.   

 

Robin said that the big message of the meeting is that this project is streamlined, so it is scheduled to be 

finished in 18 months.  The draft EIS will be out in November and the final will be out in June of 2006.  

Permitting will occur concurrently with NEPA. 

 

Louis said that a waste management plan would be needed.  

 

Shawn asked if we encounter CRCLA sites (landfill) if we should coordinate with EPA. 

 

Jim F. said that EPA should be coordinated with regarding the landfill.  

 

Shawn thought that the landfill would probably not leak below the bluff.  

 

Louis mentioned that Kevin Oats at EPA in Alabama should be contacted.   

 

 

 


