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January 10, 2005

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Mr. Gary Reimer, Acting Field Manager .
Bureau of Land Management

6381 Abbott Loop Road

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Mr. Reimer:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borongh in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, EmMergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the prepara ion of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

Tn order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




attend a “partnering” session o1l January 26" and January 28™ beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7% Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing
1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie.Vinson@fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

- ¢cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO

HDA-AK
File # ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Ms. Marcia Combes, Director, Alaska Operations
EPA, Alaska Operations

222 W. 7™ Avenue, Box 19

Anchorage, Alaska 99513

SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Ms. Combes:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

Tn order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
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partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26" and January 28™ beginning at 8:30 am In the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7% Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing :

1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your Iesponse by January
24, 2005,

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie.Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov. : '

Sincerely,

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File # ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Captain William Schubert, Administrator
MARAD

400 7™ Street SW #7206

Washington, D.C. 20590

SUBIECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Captain Schubert:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is begimming an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emMergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and

Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum exient practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26" and January 28" beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7 Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing :
1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie.Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov. ‘

Sincerely,
e Viram

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO
~ HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Mr. William Seitz, Center Director
U.S. Geological Survey

1011 E. Tudor Rd.

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Mr. Seitz:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FITWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (RABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs™ involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum exient practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

1n order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a

— S — -



partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26™ and January 28™ beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7% Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing
1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is essigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and
~ 2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate recelving your 1esponse by January
24, 2005. '

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 5 86-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie. Vinson@fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,
¥ ! ¥
e VM’“

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Mr. Rowan Gould, Regional Director
1.S. Fish and Wildlife

1011 E. Tudor Rd

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Mr. Gould:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (ELS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs™ involving port connectivity, rilitary
preparedness, €Mergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. T he Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the prep aration of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with ail applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the ELS process to the maximum extent practicable. Asa Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same timne being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26 and January 28" beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7% Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing

1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering 5essions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your 1esponse by January
24, 2005.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie.Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,

20 Voms

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc:  Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Mr. Brad Smith
NOAAMNMES Anchorage
2722 West 7% Avenue #43
Anchorage, Alaska 99513

SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Mr. Smith:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PE), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Xnik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knil
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project Sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency 1esponse, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




Tn order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you 1o
attend a “partnering” session on January 26 and January 28™ beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7" Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing
1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as

your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at

- Edrie Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO

HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Admiral Tom Barrett
U.S. Coast Guard Juneau
P.O. Box 25517

Tuneau, Alaska 99802

SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Admiral Barrett:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&FF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
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partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26™ and January 28™ beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Svite 1860, 550 West 7% Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing
1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and
2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005,

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through c-mail at
Edrie. Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,

Fsias Vinoon
Edrie Vinson '
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

0480 Pease Avenue, Suite 216
Elmendorf, Alaska 99506
SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Lt. General Chandler:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emMergency Iesporse, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the prep aration of the EIS is critical to FHWA. Itis our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “parinering” session on January 26" and January 28" beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7" Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing

1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005. _

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie.Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,
e Voo

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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January 10, 2005

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Colonel Michael Snodgrass, Commander
U.S. Air Force

9480 Pease Avenue, Suite 201

EAFB, Alaska 99506

SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Colonel Snodgrass:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the BIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

Yn order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the envirenment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26" and January 28" beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7" Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing

1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, 1 would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie. Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,

&ﬁu:z/ )/f’ reBr
Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
- ALASKA DIVISION
709 West Ninth Street, Room 851
P.O. Box 21648
Juneau, Alaska 99802
907-586-7418 | 907-586-7420 FAX

January 10, 2005

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File #: ACSTP-0001(277)/56047

Colonel Timothy Gallagher, Commander
Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 6989

EAFB, AK 99506-6898

SUBJECT:

Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Colonel Gallagher:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PE), is beginning an

environmental

jmpact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik

Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the

permitting and

the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,

your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices..

Tn order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being Sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




Tn order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26™ and January 28" beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7% Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing
1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and
2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering segsions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24,2005, |

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie.Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov.

Siucerely,
Bl Vinion

Edrie Vinson
Enviropmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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350 East Dahlia Avenue ‘
Palmer, Alaska 99645 \

SUBJECT:  Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement | |
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Mayor Anderson:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS,

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
Jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26" and January 28" heginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7™ Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing

1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
‘your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions. .

Due o the upcoming partrering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005.

" If yon have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
" Edrie.Vinson@fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,
f ,-2/ ¢
m Ao B

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

ce:  Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF

N
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SUBJECT:  Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Mr. Jeffress:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (JKABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. Tt is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a




In order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
partnering approach to sireamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26% and January 28 beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 7% Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writng

1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

" Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005. '

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at
Edrie.Vinson@fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,

ﬂl—’-ﬂ/ )/ AL
Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF
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SUBJECT: Knik Arm Crossing Environmental Impact Statement
Request to Participate as a Cooperating Agency

Dear Mayor Begich:

The Federal Highway Administration Alaska Division Office (FHWA), in cooperation with the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), is beginning an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Knik Arm Crossing project on behalf of the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA), the legislatively designated project sponsor. The
Notice of Intent for the EIS was published in the Federal Register on January 3, 2005. This letter
is to invite your agency’s participation as a Cooperating Agency in the development of the EIS.

KABATA’s proposed action is to construct a cost-affordable vehicular toll bridge between the
Port of Anchorage in the Municipality of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie in the Matanuska-
Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough in response to five “needs” involving port connectivity, military
preparedness, emergency response, regional growth, and legislative directive. The Purpose and
Need, Alternatives to be considered, and screening criteria will be developed as a part of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process that we are now initiating.

Since the project will likely require substantial consideration of issues related to your agency’s
jurisdiction, your assistance in the preparation of the EIS is critical to FHWA. It is our desire to
use NEPA as an umbrella to comply with all applicable environmental laws, and to merge the
* permitting and the EIS process to the maximum extent practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,

your participation would encompass those areas under your jurisdiction and may include
evaluation, analysis, and/or preliminary review of the EIS and technical appendices.

Tn order to maximize the effectiveness of each participant, protect and enhance the environment,
while at the same time being sensitive to project development schedules, we have planned a
partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to




partnering approach to streamline our cooperative efforts. We invite and encourage you to
attend a “partnering” session on January 26™ and January 28" beginning at 8:30 am in the
Atwood Building, Suite 1860, 550 West 78 Avenue, Anchorage.

Please notify me in writing '

1) whether your agency will participate as a Cooperating Agency, and who is assigned as
your single point of contact to meet with the agencies and dispense with your
jurisdictional obligations and/or share your particular expertise; and

2) who from your agency will participate in the partnering sessions.

Due to the upcoming partnering sessions, I would appreciate receiving your response by January
24, 2005.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at (907) 586-7464, or through e-mail at

-Edrie.Vinson @fhwa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,
Fiie Vtmasms

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

cc: Henry Springer, AKDOT&PF



