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THE PROJECT

» University predicts
area’s population
will grow by 200,000
by 2030

* Bridge would
provide a much-
needed second
arterial in and out
of Anchorage

» Most residents
(52%) support
building a bridge
over expanding
the Glenn Highway

“Our members look
forward to building
this long overdue
project with the Knik
Arm Bridge and Toll
Authority.”

— Vince Beltrami,
President,
Alaska AFL-CIO

Project now part of AMATS

www.knikarmbridge.com

A city-state committee added the Knik Arm Bridge to its list of long-range highway projects. The 4-1
vote to add the project to the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Solutions (AMATS) allows
the project to move forward and access $94 million in federal funds that has already been appropriated.

FHWA pledges minimal
Impact on parkland

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has
added its commitment to minimizing the impact
of the Knik Arm Crossing project on parkland on
Government Hill.

In a letter to the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA),
FHWA's John Lohrey wrote of their “commitment to
minimize the impact of this project to the parkland in
Government Hill to the greatest extent possible.”
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Of the two options under consideration, the Erickson Street
Alternative has less impact on area parks.

The bridge project would affect one or two

parks, depending on whether the Erickson Street
or Degan Street Alternative is selected. Both
alternatives impact Sunset Park.

He said FHWA has committed to the early acquisition
of Sunset Park property. Government Hill residents
will retain use of the park until Phase Il and, together
with the MOA, decide how to use the funds to
mitigate loss of parkland in the area.

“If the Degan Street Alternative is selected, then
KABATA will work with the MOA on either a buyout
of Harvard Park so that the displaced facilities can
be re-established elsewhere, or a reconyguration of
the park to preserve its existing facilities as much as
possible,” Lohrey wrote.

COOK INLET BELUGA
LISTING UNDER
THE ENDANGERED
SPECIES ACT

The proposal by the National Marine
Fisheries Service to protect the Cook Inlet
Beluga whales under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) would impose
enormous societal impacts, including
dramatic limitations on human activity and
development in Cook Inlet.

A management plan for a wild species

is complex and expensive. In order to
manage wildlife, extensive long-term

data is needed to extract valid principles,
detect cycles and isolate abnormalities. A
scientiyc database for Cook Inlet Belugas
based upon long-term information does
not exist. A large-scale research and data-
acquisition effort was undertaken between
1976 and 1990 when the provisions

of the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act (ANILCA) and the Outer
Continental Shelf Studies and Oil/Gas
Leases were addressed. Since then some
beluga studies have been undertaken, but
on a limited seasonal scale.

ESA designation will permanently

and irreparably alter growth and
development in the Cook Inlet region. It
certainly seems that a specific finding
centered on human conduct, other than
hunting, causing the decline of the Cook
Inlet Belugas has to be made before the
dramatic restrictions that accompany
ESA designation are imposed on all

of Cook Inlet. Please submit public
comments by June 19, 2007 to
CIB-ESA-Endangered@noaa.gov.
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