Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority

TheKnik Arm Bridgeand Toll Authority
(KABATA) wascreated by theAlaska
Legislature in 2003 to develop,
stimul ate, and advance the economic
welfare of the state and further the
development of public transportation
systems in the vicinity of the Upper
Cook Inlet by constructing a bridge
across Knik Arm connecting the
Municipality of Anchorage and the
Matanuska-Susitna(Mat-Su) Borough.
A primary objective isto provide a
connection between the Port of
Anchorage and the new Port
MacKenzie.

Project History

Proposals to construct a Knik Arm
crossing have been under study for over
50 years. In 1984, the Alaska
Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities prepared a Draft
Environmentd Impact Statement for the
project in accordance with federal
guidelines under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
NEPA requiresconducting alternative
evauationsfor desgnandlocationof a
crossing, and athorough evaluation of
potential impacts to the human and
natural environment. Since then,
additional investigations have been
conducted, but there have not been any
new comprehensive studies of the
project or potential project sites.

What Is Under Study?

Theprgjectiscurrently initspreliminary
planning Sage, and basdineengineering
and environmental studies are
underway. These include special
studies of the Knik Arm hydrology,
selgmicand geotechnicd conditions, ice
flows, belugawhales, fisheries, andthe
marine environment. Updated
alternativeswill be devel oped as part
of the NEPA process.

Why is the Knik Arm Crossing
Project Important?

Eighty percent (80%) of the state’s
consumer goodsareimported through
the Port of Anchorage. Assuming a
modest annual growth of 1.6%, the
Anchorage 2020 Comprehensive Plan
predictsapopulationincreaseof 80,000
people. If predictionsarerealized and
thegrowthratefromthepast ten years
continues, the Mat-Su popul ation will
increaseat arate morethan threetimes
that of Anchorage. Together, Mat-Su
and Anchorage are expected to add
143,000 people by 2020. Alaska's
coretransportationinfrastructure must
support thelast 20 yearsof growthin
existing population and that of future
forecasts. Inaddition, Anchorage has
two activemilitary bases, including one
that supportsamobile Stryker Brigade
andtheother which servesasadrategic
air base.
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The crossing has the potential to
provide:

e Increased freight handling capacity,
mobility and improved operations.

o A sdfe reliableyear-roundlink that
isconvenient, efficient, and cost-
effective.

e Codg savingsstatewidewithjugt-in-
time management of consumer
importsrelated to port operations.

e Critical homeland security
infrastructurefor portsand military
operations.

e Redundancy for improved safety,
disaster preparedness and
emergency response.

Schedule and Funding

Initial funding has been received for
preliminary engineering, environmental
studies and permitting. The NEPA
process must be completed before
design and construction phases can
begin. Theproject could be operationa
sometimelater thisdecade.

Specia earmarked funding for design
and construction hasbeenrequestedin
the new Federal TEA-LU
trangportation bill. Revenuebondsand
other state and local grants will
supplement the project funding. Toll
revenuesare expected to pay for annua
operations and maintenance costs.

Public, Agency, and Stakeholder
Involvement
Publicinvolvement isakey component
of the NEPA processand will provide
importantinput intothedecisonmaking
process. Agency and stakeholder
involvement will include the
communities, neighborhoodsandloca
governments of Anchorage and Mat-
Su, aswell asthefollowing state and
federal agencies. Federal Highway
Administration, National Marine
FisheriesService, U.S. Army Corpsof
Enginears, U.S. Fish& WildlifeService,
U.S. Coast Guard, Elmendorf Air
Force Base, Fort Richardson Army
Post, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, State of Alaska, Alaska
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Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities, Alaska Department of
Fish & Game, Alaska State Historic
Preservation Office, Alaska
Department of Natural Resources, and
AlaskaDepartment of Environmental
Conservation.

After initial baseline studies are
completed, agenciesand thepublicwill
beinvited to public meetingstoreceive
information about the project and
current studiesandto assist KABATA
in project development. Public
meetingswill be advertised throughthe
media and KABATA website. For
moreinformation about theproject, vist
http:/Avww.knikarmbridge.com.
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